
In August 2018, Kerala experienced its worst 

flooding in over a century. Over 475 people 

were killed and at least a million people 

were evacuated. One sixth of the state’s total 

population was affected by the floods.

Goodsam provided study materials including 

backpacks and notebooks to affected children in 

several schools: Wayanad, Idukki & Kottayam. 
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Consolation cards, written by Goodsam School 
students, were delivered with the school supplies



We have known the Allard family - (Matt, Trisha 
and their children, Eric and Kati) since the late 90s 
while living in Corvallis Oregon. Through this time, 
we developed a special bond of friendship which 
continued even after we moved from Corvallis to 
South India as missionaries in the early 2000s.

We returned to Oregon in 2012 
for our furlough and witnessed 
Kati as a young woman pursuing 
her nursing career with a purpose 
and vision to make an impact in 
the world. 

In her TEDx talk to OHSU 
students, Kati Allard mentioned–

“I was 16 years old when I knew 
I wanted to impact my world using health care...It has 
brought me here to nursing school and has inspired me 
to keep going. Making a global impact takes passion to 
begin, knowledge to understand, and vision to pursue. 
I don’t know where this passion will lead me- what 
country, culture, or organization- but I am taking the 
steps to understand the knowledge and skills needed 
to pursue this vision.” 

The news of her sudden demise only a few months 
away from her graduation shocked both her family 
and friends. However, she was able to impact hundreds 
of people through her life, which was echoed during 
her memorial service.

We have been pondering how to fulfill Kati’s vision 
of impacting the world through healthcare, especially 
through nursing in third-world countries. God gave 
us an idea to establish a need-based scholarship 
program for young girls who are passionate about a 
nursing career and have a desire to serve others, but 
are deterred by financial barriers. 
This year, we identified the first recipient of the Kati 
Allard Scholarship award.

Renuka is a young and ambitious girl who lost her 
father when she was a very young. Her mother had to 
do manual labor to feed her family of three children. 
Renuka completed her high school successfully and 
wanted to pursue her studies in nursing to help her 
family and serve others with Christian compassion 
and love. Her family was not able to meet expenses to 
send her to nursing college. 

When her Pastor asked whether Goodsam could help 
her in her future studies, I asked him whether she 

KATI ALLARD SCHOLARSHIP FOR NURSING

An upgrade of 15 bed hospital to 
50 bed hospital in three years is not 
easy but not impossible.
My wife and I moved to 
Chinnamanur 6 months back as 
we felt God asking us to move to 
Goodsam. It has been an interesting 
journey over the last 6 months, 
understanding the current structure 
and suggest changes which are 
important for moving towards the 
vision of Goodsam for the next 3 
years. While we have learnt quite a 

bit in this changing environment, it 
also makes us realise that the central 
point for growth is to be anchored 
in God and to be open for Him to 
work even in challenging times. 
The needs of the community at 
Chinnamanur is large especially in 
the aspects of Healthare. In an area 
where people are just commodities, 
it becomes even more imperative 
for God’s Kingdom and His light to 
penetrate in this place.
Over the last 17 years, Goodsam 

has been a household name for 
the villages pertaining to their 
Medical needs. Goodsam Medical 
Centre is a 15 bedded Community 
Hospital with General Medicine as 
the major specialization. Equipped 
with a good lab and two operation 
theatres, GMC has played a very 
important part in building healthy 
communities in this area. The 
community feels very comfortable 
with Goodsam due to the long 
association and trust they have had 

GOODSAM HEALTHCARE - MOVING FORWARD WITH A 
VISION FOR BUILDING HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
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When her Pastor asked whether Goodsam could help 
her in her future studies, I asked him whether she 

would be willing to work at Goodsam Hospital to 
assist until the next school year. She was very willing 
and we appointed her as a pharmacy assistant on a 
small stipend. She excelled in her work she saved INR 
30,000 for her studies from her little stipend over the 
course of 10 months. This year, she got accepted to 
Christian College in Ambilikai for their BSc. Nursing 
Program! Their annual tuition fee is INR 120,000. 
She paid her 30,000 and Goodsam paid Rs.90,000 in 
the honor of Kati Allard. During our recent visit to 
Oregon, we shared this story with Matt and Trisha 
and they were very excited and willing to help Renuka 
with her future studies. They also felt that their friends 
and families may also be interested in helping girls 
like Renuka.

In India, students can enter into a BSc.Nursing program 
(5 years) soon after their High School graduation. It 
costs approx. $10,000 (USD) to complete this five-
year program at a good nursing school. 

We believe that in the near future hundreds of girls in 
third world countries will be enabled through 
The Kati Allard Scholarship.

If you are interested in participating in this 
scholarship program, please contact us at:  
contact@goodsaminternational.org

over the last decade. Although we 
occassionally need to refer them to 
other locations for specific cases, 
they stick with us due to compassion, 
accessibility and affordability that 
they receive here at Goodsam.
GoodSam Medical Centre (GMC) 
has a vision to be a 50 bedded 
Hospital over the next 3 years. 
The vision for this expansion is 
indeed fueled by the needs of the 
community in Chinnamanur. The 
lack of an ICU facility within a radius 
of 25 kms and lack of resources 
to reach these critical facilities on 
time is another pressing reason for 

GMC to expand and 
address these basic 
needs. Ramping 
up to this type of a 
setup is not going 
to be easy. But this 
is the task which we 
feel that God has burdened us with.
The main beneficiaries of a 50 
bedded community hospital would 
be the people of Chinnamanur 
town and many of the surrounding 
villages.
Some of these baby steps we take in 
God by responding to the various 
needs of the world around us can 

make a stark difference in the lives 
of many.
If you are led to involve with GMC 
contact us for more details

Regards,
Geoff Zac Finny

Renuka 
with 
Mariam

Goodsam Medical Center



Dear Friends and Family,

Happy Thanksgiving. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his His benefits.”(Psalms 103:1-2). This is a verse commonly recited by Christians in Tamilnadu at the 
end of a prayer gathering. During this Thanksgiving and Christmas season, let us remember all His gifts and 
benefits, let us bless Him from “Head to toe” (Message Bible). We are thankful for the greatest gift and treasure 
God has given to us is His only begotten son Jesus Christ and all the blessing through Him.

It is hard to believe that we have been in India for almost a year. Our one month visit to Oregon in July was 
refreshing and rejuvenating. As many of you know in the month of August, our home state Kerala was affected 
with unprecedented rain and flood that brought havoc to thousands. Last weekend, November 16&17, several 
districts in Tamilnadu, close to our ministry area, was seriously affected by cyclone Gaja. Our district was in 
red alert but thanks be to God, we were spared from the disaster.

As we enter in to the 19th year, we are thankful to our Lord and to each one of you for your two decades of 
ceaseless trust, support and encouragement. We are also thankful for the scores of people who labored with us 
in the past and continue to labor with us in different capacities in three major areas of ministries.

Our hospital operations are moving forward as per the vision God has given us. Please refer to the note from 
Geoff Finny regarding the hospital’s vision. The school is going to complete its 15th year in 2019. Although the 
church ministry areas continue to face different challenges, the team is moving forward with grace and strength 
from God. Our hope and prayer is that all three areas of ministry should complete its first phase by 2021 and 
that God would bring His laborers into the field. We are certain of one thing and like apostle Paul says, “being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6) We stand assured of God’s faithfulness.

Goodsam International pursues the purpose of developing self sustaining ministries worldwide. The Goodsam 
project in India is a good model to follow and it needs multiplication. Our experience from the last two decades 
have taught us that the hardest factor is to find the right people for the right task. In the coming decade of 
our ministry, we envision developing a platform for health care professionals to provide compassionate care, 
educators to build a generation with value based education and committed disciples to make other disciples. 
For this, we pray and believe for this seminal vision of developing a School of Nursing, School of Education, 
School of Business and School of Ministry. Thank you for holding the fort for the last decades by praying, 
encouraging and for the generous gifts from your heart, without which we would not be here. Would you 
consider continuing with us in the coming days and encourageing others also to partner with us? Wish you all 
a peaceful Thanksgiving, Joyful Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.

With Prayers and Love,
Sam & Mariam

Note from Sam & Mariam

Goodsam International
PO Box 50804, Eugene, OR 97405
w: www.goodsaminternational.org
e: contact@goodsaminternational.org
p: 541.344.9859

Donations of any size to Goodsam ministry help us 
touch lives through health, education, and gospel 
outreach. We are not funded or endorsed by any 
group or denomination. Please send your tax 
deductible donation to Goodsam International.


