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Introduction
This document represents the doctrines according to the faith of SouthSide Community Church. As
we continue to seek to know God through the Lord Jesus Christ by the daily power of the Holy Spirit,
we recognize that continual growth in wisdom, insight and understanding will, at times, bring our
understanding to fuller maturity. In all our endeavors and positions our heartfelt intent is to know the
reality of the Lord Jesus Christ and what it is He is requiring of us.
1.

The Scriptures Inspired

We believe and hold to the authority of The Scriptures, the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments
of the Western Protestant Canon (66 books). We believe them to be inspired by God as the revelation
of God to man: the infallible, authoritative rule of faith and conduct (2 Timothy 3:15-17; 1
Thessalonians 2:13).
2.

The One True God

The one true God has revealed himself as the eternally self-existent “I AM”, the creator of heaven and
earth, the most fundamental cause and resource of existence and the Redeemer and Judge of
mankind as well as all of creation. He has further revealed himself as embodying the principles of
relationship and association as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah
43:10-11; Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:22).
1. The Trinity
God is One. In the unity of the Godhead exist three eternal and coequal Persons, the
same in substance, but distinct in existence. These three eternal and coequal Persons in
unity are known as the One God to Christians.
1) Trinity within the Old Testament
The Old Testament does not explicitly reveal the Trinity, but it initiates the doctrine and
allows for its ongoing revelation.
a) These are passages that use either the plural word for God, plural pronouns, or
verbs referring to God. (Genesis 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8)
b) Theophanies: passages that speak of various manifestations of God and especially
those times which refer to “the Angel of the LORD.” (See “theophany” in the
appendices for further explanation and references.)
A. God, the Father
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In many cases in the Scriptures, the default referent of the term God or LORD refers to
Yahweh, the Father within the Trinity.
1) The relationship of the Father:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Father over all creation (Acts 17:29).
Father of the nation of Israel (Exodus 4:22).
Father of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 3:17).
Father of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:26).

2) The works of the Father:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Author of decree (Psalm 2:7-9).
Author of election (Ephesians 1:3-6).
Sender of Christ (John 3:16).
Disciplinarian of His children (Prov. 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:5-13).
The source of all authority
(Ex. 15:18; Ps. 29:10; 93:1f.; 146:10; Dn. 4:34f; Matt. 9:8; John 19:11; Rom.
13:1–3; Jude 25).
g. Author of divine will. (Matt. 26:39; John 5:30; 6:38; Phil. 2:8)
h. Supreme Ruler and eternal Judge of all living things (Ps. 82:8; 9:19; 75:7; 1 Sam.
2:3; Ecc. 12:14; Prov. 21:2; 1 Sam. 2:10; 1 Chr. 16:33; Rev. 14:7; )
God, the Son (Jesus Messiah)

A.

1) The mission and service of Jesus the Messiah:
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, the Word, is the central agent of God’s
redeeming work from creation to judgement (Colossians 1:15-20).
2) Regarding his role and service to mankind the Scriptures declare:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.

His pre-existence (Isaiah 9:6, 7; Micah 5:2; John 8:58).
His role in creation (John 1:1-3).
His authority (Matthew 28:18; Acts 2:34; Philippians 2:9-11; Hebrews 1:1-12).
His virgin birth (Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31, 35).
His sinless life (Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 2:22).
His miracles (Acts 2:22; 10:38).
His substitutionary work on the cross (1 Corinthians 15:3; 2 Corinthians 5:21).
His bodily resurrection from the dead (Matthew 28:6; Luke 24:39; 1 Corinthians
15:4).
i. His exaltation to the right hand of God (Acts 1:9, 11; 2:33; Philippians 2:9-11;
Hebrews 1:3).
j. His priesthood with intercession and mediation before the father. (Hebrews
7:23-25; Romans 8:34; 1 John 2:1)
k. His role in judgement (2 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 19:11).
B.

God, the Holy Spirit

2

1) The Personhood of the Spirit:
a. He is intelligent; He knows God’s thoughts (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).
b. He has feelings and emotions (Ephesians 4:30).
c. He has a will (1 Corinthians 12:11).
2) The deity of the Spirit:
a. His characteristics:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Omniscience (1 Corinthians 2:10, 11).
Omnipresence (Psalm 139:7).
Omnipotence (Genesis 1:2).
Truth (1 John 5:6).
Holiness (Luke 11:13).
Life (Romans 8:2).
Wisdom (Isaiah 40:13).

b. His works:
1) Creating (Genesis 1:2).
2) Inspiring (2 Peter 1:21).
3) Begetting Christ (Luke 1:35).
4) Convincing man (John 16:8).
5) Regenerating (John 3:5-6).
6) Comforting (John 14:16).
7) Interceding (Romans 8:26, 27).
8) Sanctifying (2 Thessalonians 2:13).
3) Centrality and Necessity of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church
The Holy Spirit followed Christ as the key agent in birthing and effectively empowering
the mission of the Church. This is seen through these key actions/events:
1. The Holy Spirit was promised to be sent to the Apostles to build the church.
(Acts 1:8)
2. Jesus is the divine Missionary of God and the Holy Spirit anointed Him for His
work and empowered Him throughout the entirety of His ministry. (Matt. 3:16,
John 1:32-33, Luke 4:18, Acts 10:38)
3. The Holy Spirit was given in power and effectively birthed the movement of the
church on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 2)
4. The Holy Spirit is mentioned repeatedly in key places in the story of the Acts of
the Apostles as the the key agent in empowering and guiding the mission of the
church and building it up both in individuals and communities. (Acts 2:4; 4:8;
4:31; 7:55; 8:17; 9:17; 9:31; 10:38; 10:44-47; 11:15; 13:2-4; 16:6; 20:28)
5. There is a deeply important connection between the mission of Jesus and the
work of the Holy Spirit. In many ways to experience the Holy Spirit is to
experience Jesus. (Jn 14:16–28; Rom 8:9, 10; 1 Cor 6:17; 12:4–6; Eph 3:16,
17; Rv 2, 3)
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6. The Holy Spirit gives gifts and empowering manifestations for the mission and
the building up of the church. (1 Cor 12:1-11; 12:27-31;14:22-26)
See the appendices “Centrality and Necessity of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the
Church” for further explanation.
4) Evidence of the New Life Given By the Holy Spirit (Regeneration/Salvation)
1. Conviction of sin (John 16:8-11)
2. Repentance (turning from sin to allegiance to Christ): (Acts 2:37-38)
3. We will agree with the witness of the Holy Spirit in us that we are God’s
children (Rom. 8:15–16; 1 John 4:13). This should be accompanied by a sense
of wanting to please God and obey Him (Rom. 8:14).
4. When the Holy Spirit has been genuinely at work in our hearts he will be
producing the kind of character traits that Paul calls “the fruit of the Spirit” (Gal.
5:22). Some of these traits grown by the Holy Spirit are listed: “love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control” (Gal.
5:22–23)
5. Continuing to believe and accept the sound Biblical teaching of the church.
Denying central teachings of Jesus through the church raises real concerns:
“No one who denies the Son has the Father … If what you heard from the
beginning abides in you, then you will abide in the Son and in the Father” (1
John 2:23–24). John also says, “Whoever knows God listens to us, and he who
is not of God does not listen to us” (1 John 4:6).
6. Empowering of the Holy Spirit as shown through the inward and outward
transformation towards acts of love, righteousness, holiness and with that
effective witness to the world. (Titus 2:7;1 Peter 2:12)1

3.

The State of Man
A. The Fall of Man
Man was created good and upright, for God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness.” However, man was deceived and voluntarily disobeyed God’s command,
thereby violating the trust relationship with his Creator. This fall incurred not only suffering
on earth and physical death but also spiritual death, which is separation from God
(Genesis 1:26, 27; 2:17; 3:6, 16, 17; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:12-19).
B. The Salvation of Man
1) Hope of salvation:
Man’s only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of
God (Acts 4:8-12).

Grudem, Wayne A. Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine. Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity
Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004. Print.
1
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2) Attaining salvation:
Salvation begins when a person:
● Understands their broken and sinful state apart from God.
● Believes the Gospel of the Kingdom and as a part of this believes that Jesus
took their sin on the cross and that He rose from the grave defeating Satan and
hell for all eternity.
● Is made new (given new birth or new life / regeneration) by the indwelling Holy
Spirit and surrenders their entire life, past, present and future, to the reign and
rule of Jesus to follow Him as a disciple.

4.

The Church
The church is the body of Christ on earth made up of many congregations with the Lord Jesus
Christ as the head (Ephesians 5:23). According to the instruction of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
church is to do the following:
A. The Ordinances of the Church
1) Baptism in Water
The ordinance of water baptism is commanded in the Scriptures. All who repent and
trust in Christ as Savior and Lord are to be water baptized as a declaration to the world
that they have died with Christ to sin and that they have been raised with Him to walk
in a new life (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:16; Acts 10:47, 48; Romans 6:1-4). It represents
inward cleansing, personal identification with the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, a public commitment to follow Christ, and initiation into the community of
Jesus followers, the church.
2) Holy Communion
The Lord’s Supper consists of the following elements: bread and the fruit of the vine.
Taking the bread and cup is commanded by Jesus to remember his body and blood
broken and shed for His followers. It is also the symbol expressing our sharing the
divine nature of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:4), a memorial of His suffering and
death (1 Corinthians 11:26), His blood being the atoning substance of our new
covenant relationship in the Church (Mark 14:22-25);; and is commanded of all
believers to be done until He returns (1 Corinthians 11:25-26).
C. Sanctification
Sanctification is an act of separation from that which is evil, and of dedication unto God
(Romans 12:1, 2; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:12), however, not to the exclusion of
interacting with unbelievers (John 15:17; Matthew 5:13-16; Colossians 4:6). Scripture
teaches a life of holiness (Hebrews 12:14). By the power of the Holy Spirit we are able to
obey the command: “Be holy, because I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44, 45; 19:2; 20:7; 1 Peter
1:15, 16).
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D. The Mission and Ministry of the Church
The Church is the body of Christ, the habitation of God through the Spirit with divine
appointments for the fulfillment of the great commission. Each believer, born of the Spirit
is an integral part of the congregation. Since God’s purpose concerning man is to be
worshipped by man, to seek and to save that which is lost, and to build a body of believers
in the image of His Son, the principal purposes of SouthSide Community Church as part of
the worldwide body of Christ are the following:
1) To be a community in which man may worship God (1 Corinthians 12:13).
2) To be a witness of the truth and power of Jesus to the world (Acts 1:8; Matthew 29:19,
20; Mark 16:15,16; 1 Peter 2:12).
3) To grow in likeness to Jesus every day in all things (Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians
2:6-7).
5.

The Return of Christ
Jesus Christ will visibly return for His saints. At that time those believers who have died will
rise from the dead, and together with those who are alive and remain will be taken up to meet
Him, never again to be separated (1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Romans 8:23; Titus 2:13; 1
Corinthians 15:51, 52). Christ’s powerful return will be visible to the whole world and will
result in Satan being chained and thrown into the Abyss. Christ’s return will also initiate His
reign on the earth for one thousand years (Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 24:27, 30; Revelation 1:7;
19:11-14; 20:1-6).

6.

The Final Judgement
There will be a final judgement in which all of humanity will be raised and judged according to
their works. Whoever is found to have works which are evil and whose name is not found
written in the Book of Life, together with the devil and his angels, the beast and the false
prophets, will be condemned to eternal punishment in the lake of fire—which is the second
death (Matthew 25:46; Mark 9:43-48; Revelation 19:20; 20:11-15; 21:8).

7.

Eternal Life with God
Those people who are judged and seen to have the righteousness of Jesus will have their
names found in the Book of Life and will spend eternity in the presence of God where they will
find “fullness of joy.” The old heavens and earth will pass away and God will provide a new
heaven and a new earth where God and His righteousness will reign (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation
21, 22). In the new Kingdom (the new heaven and earth) all who dwell there will no longer
experience grief, pain, hurt or sin. The old system of injustice will be done away with and all
things will be made new (Rev 21:4-5). Fullness of joy will be experienced as the people of
God enjoy a beautiful relationship of harmony, worshiping Him in His glory. God will be with
them and will be their God and they will be His people through all of eternity. (Rev. 26:3,7)
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Appendix 1: Theophanies (Article from Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible)

Theophany
An appearance or manifestation of God; a compound word derived from the Greek noun for God and
the Greek verb “to appear.”
In its broadest meaning the term has been applied to many forms of divine revelation in both
Testaments, whether occurring in a vision or dream or in normally perceptible realities such as
unusual natural phenomena, appearances of the Deity in human form in the OT, or the incarnation of
Christ in the NT. The use of the term theophany is restricted here to manifestations of God in
temporary forms perceptible to the external senses, and thereby excludes divine manifestations in
dreams or visions and the incarnation of Christ.
Theophany is regarded as one of the means by which God’s special revelation comes to man. God’s
special revelation may be divided into two basic forms, that of word and deed. God’s revelatory deeds
may be further divided into the categories of theophany and miracle. A theophany is then a form of
divine revelation in which God’s presence is made visible and recognizable to man. God therefore
reveals himself not only by word and miracle, by prophecies and signs, but also by making his
presence perceptible to men.
Occurrences.
The Angel of the Lord. The most important form of divine manifestation in the OT is the “Angel of the
Lord” or the “Angel of God.” This remarkable angel, who is clearly distinguished from angels in
general and who both represents himself as deity as well as distinguishing himself from God, appears
to Hagar (Gn 16:7), to Abraham and Lot (18; 19; 22:11, 12), to Jacob (32:29–31; cf. Hos 12:4, 5), to
Moses (Ex 3:2–6), to Balaam (Nm 22:22), to Joshua (Jos 5:14, 15), to Gideon (Jgs 6:11–14), to
Manoah and his wife (Jgs 13), and to David (1 Chr 21:15, 18, 27). He goes before the Israelites to
lead them out of the land of Egypt (Ex 13:21; 14:19), and he remonstrates with the Israelites when
they disobey God after settling in the land of Canaan (Jgs 2:1–4).
A study of these passages reveals that the Angel of the Lord appeared in human form (cf. Gn 18:2,
22; Heb 13:2) and performed normal human functions (Gn 32:24; Nm 22:23, 31), yet he was an
awe-inspiring figure (Gn 32:30; Jgs 6:22; 13:22) exhibiting divine attributes and prerogatives including
predicting the future (Gn 16:10–12), forgiving sin (Ex 23:21), and receiving worship (Ex 3:5; Jg
13:9–20). The title Angel of the Lord is particularly striking because it is used in many of these
passages interchangeably with the terms Yahweh (Jehovah) and God in such a way as to leave little
doubt that the angel is a manifestation of God himself. Nevertheless, at the same time the angel and
God clearly are not equated because the angel often refers to God in the third person.
Divine Manifestations in the OT Where the Precise Form Is Not Specified. There are a number of
passages in the OT where God speaks or acts in the presence of human witnesses, but where no
clear indication is given of the precise form of the divine manifestation. Possibly in some of these
passages anthropomorphic language is utilized, or God speaks directly to the consciousness of the
individual rather than by externally audible language. Nevertheless in most of the following passages
some form of theophany probably took place.
Genesis 2:15, 16 states that “The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work
it. And the Lord God commanded the man … .” Genesis 3:8 states that “the man and his wife heard
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the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from
the Lord God” (NIV). The implication of the latter verse is that Adam and Eve heard the footsteps of
God, that God appeared in the garden in some sense-perceptible form. Exactly what form is not
described, but presumably it was a human form. (Other passages which suggest some form of
theophany are Genesis 3:9–19, 21; 4:9–15; 6:12–21; 7:1–4; 8:15–17; 9:1–17.)
In Genesis 12:1–3, 7 God calls Abraham to leave his own country and his father’s house and to go to
a land the Lord would show him. In verse 7 the Lord “appeared to Abram.” This is the first time in the
Bible that this expression is used, and it clearly implies that the Lord came to Abraham in some
sense-perceptible form (cf. Acts 7:2, 3). The OT records similar occurrences of manifestations of God
in some unspecified form to Isaac (Gn 26:2, 24), to Jacob (Gn 35:1, 9, 13), to Moses (Ex 4:24–26),
and to Samuel (1 Sm 3:10).
The Pillar of Cloud and Fire. When Israel departed from Egypt the Lord himself went before them in a
pillar of cloud to guide them on their way during the day, and a pillar of fire to give them light and
direction at night (Ex 13:21, 22; 14:19, 24; Nm 14:14; Neh 9:12, 19; Ps 99:7). On certain occasions
the pillar of cloud descended to the tent of meeting where God entered into verbal communication
with Moses, Joshua, Aaron, and Miriam (Ex 33:7–11; Nm 12:5; Dt 31:15). From the cloud God spoke
to Moses on Mt Sinai (Ex 24:15–18; 34:5). In God’s initial appearance at Sinai, his presence was
indicated by thunderings, lightnings, fire, smoke, and the sound of a trumpet as well as a thick cloud
(Ex 19:16, 18). The pillar of cloud and fire, along with the other heightened forms of natural
phenomena at Sinai, are clearly to be understood as sense-perceptible representations of God’s
presence with his people.
Shekinah Glory. A visible manifestation of the majesty of God, apparently in the form of a radiant
light, is often referred to as the Shekinah glory, that is the glory of God which dwells (Shekinah)
among his people. Israel was told that when the tabernacle was set up God would come to “dwell
among the Israelites and be their God” (Ex 29:44, 45). The Lord had brought his people out of Egypt
so that he might dwell in their midst. This great event occurred when “the cloud covered the tent of
meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. Moses could not enter the tent of meeting,
because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” (Ex 40:34, 35).
Previously when Moses had received the Law on the mountain at Sinai we are told that “the glory of
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai … to the Israelites the glory of the Lord looked like a consuming fire
on the top of the mountain” (24:16–18). After God’s displeasure with his people because of their
worship of the golden calf, Moses requested the Lord to show him his glory. The Lord agreed, but told
him that “when my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand
until I have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not
be seen” (33:22). Later when Solomon completed the temple, “the glory of the Lord filled the temple”
(1 Kgs 8:11; 2 Chr 5:13, 14). At the time of the Babylonian captivity Ezekiel saw in a V 2, p 2052 p
2052 vision that the glory of the Lord went up from Jerusalem (Ez 11:22, 23), only to return at some
future time when God himself establishes his kingdom and comes to dwell in the midst of his people
forever (Ez 43:1–9).
Theological Significance.
Theophanies served to forcibly impress upon God’s people the existence and sovereignty of God as
well as to assure them of God’s presence with and concern for his people. Those forms of theophany
which utilized some heightened form of natural phenomena conveyed a sense of the awesome
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majesty and power of God who is to be approached only with reverence and humility according to
divinely prescribed procedures.
Theophany is frequently associated with divine revelation in verbalized form. Here the human-form
theophanies are of particular significance, where the theophany is the means to the divine
communication. The “Angel of the Lord” theophanies are linked with major advances in redemptive
history including the establishment of the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants, the entrance into the
Promised Land, and the selection of the site for the Solomonic temple.
The human-form theophanies in the OT are often referred to as Christophanies on the basis that
these appearances of God are best explained as pre-incarnate manifestations of the Second Person
of the Trinity. These appearances thus anticipate the incarnation of Christ and provide an OT glimpse
into the triune nature of the Godhead.” 2

2

Elwell, Walter A., and Barry J. Beitzel. Baker encyclopedia of the Bible 1988 : 2050-2052.
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Appendix 2: Centrality and Necessity of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church
Only specific people given for unique tasks and leadership were endowed with the Holy Spirit in the
Old Testament. The prophet Joel foretold a day, though, when God would pour out His Spirit on all of
His people (this is what is intended by “I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh” [Joel 2:28]).
John the Baptist foretold that Jesus as Messiah would wash, immerse, and initiate people into His
community (baptize) with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33).
This means that there would be not just an outward washing and initiation when one was water
baptized, but an inward one which God would enact Himself.
Just as was promised, the Holy Spirit was given to believers from the time of Pentecost (Acts 2) to
enable man to have the power to be witnesses of Jesus Christ throughout the world (Acts 1:8). With
the coming of the Spirit on all believers (Joel 2:28) comes an effective conviction of sin, new life, and
the endowment of power for life and service with the giving of gifts and their uses in the work of the
mission and service of the Church (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31).
The Holy Spirit gives new life to a person as one believes the Gospel and turns to follow Jesus as a
disciple (repentance). From this time believers must learn to listen to the Spirit of God through His
Word and rely on His direction and power for all of life (Galatians 5:16). There is a great need and
potential for the Holy Spirit to empower in deeper inward-focused ways dealing with the inner life of
the believer and in outward-focused ways towards other believers and the unbelieving world.
Though all believers are given new life by the Spirit and made part of the one gathering of Jesus’
followers, this does not mean that all people have the same day to day empowering of the Holy Spirit.
One can be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit further as they submit themselves to God and as
God’s Spirit enables. There is both day to day dynamics in the filling of the Holy Spirit as well as
long-term character born as fruit of walking in submission to God’s Spirit through His word day by
day, year by year (Gal 5:16-25).
A primary way believers come to submit to the Holy Spirit is through the Scriptures as the Holy Spirit
inspired them (2 Peter 1:21). It is necessary to let these words renew our minds day by day (Romans
8:5-6; 12:2). New experiences such as a deepened reverence for God (Acts 2:42), a more active love
for Christ (Ephesians 3:14-21) a deeper love for people (Galatians 5:22), a more effective witness
(Acts 1:8; John 14:26, 1 Corinthians 12:3, Acts 4:31), and greater internal revelation of His person,
love, wisdom, and hope are important works of the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5; 15:13; Colossians 1:9;
Ephesians 3:14-21; 5:18). These are necessary for transformation of character long-term.
Spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues, prophecy, words of knowledge, divine healing, and other
such empowering are integral works of the Holy Spirit in making the Church know and love God more
deeply and being effective and fruitful in making Him known to the lost world (Acts; 1 Corinthians
12-14). As the lost world encounters the Jesus, through the empowering of the Holy Spirit in the
regular life of the Church locally and globally, the mission of the Church becomes powerful and
effective.
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Appendix 3: Scriptures Referenced in SSCC Statement of Faith Document

1.

The Scriptures Inspired

2 Timothy 3:15–17 (ESV)
and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16
 All Scripture is breathed out by
15

God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
17
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)

And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which
you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of
God, which is at work in you believers.
13

2.

The One True God

Exodus 3:14 (ESV)
14

God said to Moses, “I

sent me to you.’ ”

AM WHO

I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has

Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV)
4

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

Isaiah 43:10–11 (ESV)
“You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom I have chosen, that you
may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor
shall there be any after me. 11
 I, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior.
10

Matthew 28:19 (ESV)
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
19

Luke 3:22 (ESV)
22

and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
2A.

The Trinity

Genesis 1:1 (ESV)
1

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

12

Genesis 1:26 (ESV)
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
26

Genesis 3:22 (ESV)
Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and
evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live
forever—”
22

Genesis 11:7 (ESV)
Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand
one another’s speech.”
7

Isaiah 6:8 (ESV)
8

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then

I said, “Here I am! Send me.”
2A. God, the Father
Acts 17:29 (ESV)
29

Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver

or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.
Exodus 4:22 (ESV)
22

Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son,

Matthew 3:17 (ESV)
and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased.”
17

Galatians 3:26 (ESV)
26

for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

Psalm 2:7–9 (ESV)
7

I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. 8

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your
possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s
vessel.”
Ephesians 1:3–6 (ESV)

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 e
 ven as he chose us in him before the
3

13

foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
John 3:16 (ESV)
16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him

should not perish but have eternal life.
Proverbs 3:11–12 (ESV)
11

My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, 12
 for the LORD

reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.
Hebrews 12:5–13 (ESV)

And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard
lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 F
 or the Lord
disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 I t is for discipline
5

that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you
are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of
spirits and live? 10
 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11
 For the moment all discipline
seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it. 12
 Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your
weak knees, 13
 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out
of joint but rather be healed.
Exodus 15:18 (ESV)
18

The LORD will reign forever and ever.”

Psalm 29:10 (ESV)
10

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forever.

Psalm 93:1f (ESV)
The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his
belt. Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 2 Your throne is established from
of old; you are from everlasting.
1

Daniel 4:34f (ESV)
34

At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason

returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever,
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to
generation; 35
 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does
14

according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and
none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”
Matthew 9:8 (ESV)
8

When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such

authority to men.
John 19:11 (ESV)
11

Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given

you from above. Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”
Romans 13:1–3 (ESV)

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,
1

Jude 25 (ESV)
to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion,
and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
25

Matthew 26:39 (ESV)
39

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible,

let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
John 5:30 (ESV)

“I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek
not my own will but the will of him who sent me.
30

John 6:38 (ESV)
38

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.

Philippians 2:8 (ESV)
8

And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of

death, even death on a cross.
Psalm 82:8 (ESV)
8

Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!

Psalm 9:19 (ESV)
19

Arise, O LORD! Let not man prevail; let the nations be judged before you!

15

Psalm 75:7 (ESV)
7

but it is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another.

1 Samuel 2:3 (ESV)
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.
3

Ecclesiastes 12:14 (ESV)
14

For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.

Proverbs 21:2 (ESV)
2

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD weighs the heart.

1 Samuel 2:10 (ESV)
10

The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to pieces; against them he will thunder in

heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king and exalt
the horn of his anointed.”
1 Chronicles 16:33 (ESV)
33

Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge the

earth.

Revelation 14:7 (ESV)
And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his
judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs
of water.”
7

2B. God, the Son (Jesus Messiah)
Colossians 1:15–20 (ESV)
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16
 For by him all things

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17
 And he is before all
18
things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the church. He
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19
 For
20
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
6

16

Isaiah 9:7 (ESV)
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
7

Micah 5:2 (ESV)
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from
you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old,
from ancient days.
2

John 8:58 (ESV)
58

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”

John 1:1–3 (ESV)
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not
1

any thing made that was made.
Matthew 28:18 (ESV)
18

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to

me.

Acts 2:34 (ESV)
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, “ ‘The Lord said to my
Lord, “Sit at my right hand,
34

Philippians 2:9–11 (ESV)
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every
name, 10
 s o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, 11
 a
 nd every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
9

Father.

Hebrews 1:1–12 (ESV)
1

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but

in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs. 5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten
you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6 And again, when he
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7 Of the angels
he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 8 But of the Son he
17

says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of
your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your
God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10
 And, “You, Lord,
laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands;
11
they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12
 like a robe you will
roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will
have no end.”
Matthew 1:23 (ESV)
23

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us).
Luke 1:31 (ESV)

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus.
31

Luke 1:35 (ESV)
35

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the

Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God.
Hebrews 7:26 (ESV)
26

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained,

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens.
1 Peter 2:22 (ESV)
22

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.

Acts 2:22 (ESV)
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you
yourselves know—
Acts 10:38 (ESV)
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
1 Corinthians 15:3 (ESV)

 or I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins
F
in accordance with the Scriptures,
3

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ESV)

18

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
21

Matthew 28:6 (ESV)
6

He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.

Luke 24:39 (ESV)
39

See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not

have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
1 Corinthians 15:4 (ESV)
4

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,

Acts 1:9 (ESV)
9

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud

took him out of their sight.
Acts 1:11 (ESV)

and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
11

Acts 2:33 (ESV)
33

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the

promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and
hearing.
Hebrews 1:3 (ESV)
3

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds

the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high,
Hebrews 7:23–25 (ESV)
The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office, 24
 b
 ut he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues
forever. 25
 C
 onsequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God
23

through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.
Romans 8:34 (ESV)
34

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
1 John 2:1 (ESV)

19

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
1

2 Timothy 4:1 (ESV)
1

I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the

dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:
Revelation 19:11 (ESV)
11

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war.
2C. God, the Holy Spirit
1 Corinthians 2:10–11 (ESV)

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. 11
 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit
of God.
10

Ephesians 4:30 (ESV)
30

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of

redemption.

1 Corinthians 12:11 (ESV)
11

All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one

individually as he wills.

1 Corinthians 2:10 (ESV)
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God.
10

1 Corinthians 2:11 (ESV)
11

For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So

also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
Psalm 139:7 (ESV)
7

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?

Genesis 1:2 (ESV)
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
2

1 John 5:6 (ESV)

20

This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.
6

Luke 11:13 (ESV)
13

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will

the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Romans 8:2 (ESV)
2

For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.

Isaiah 40:13 (ESV)
13

Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel?

2 Peter 1:21 (ESV)
21

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they

were carried along by the Holy Spirit.
John 16:8 (ESV)

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment:
8

John 3:5–6 (ESV)
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
5

born of the Spirit is spirit.
John 14:16 (ESV)
16

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,

Romans 8:26 (ESV)
26

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
Romans 8:27 (ESV)

And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
27

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)
13

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because

God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in
the truth.

21

Acts 1:8 (ESV)
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
8

Matthew 3:16 (ESV)
16

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the

heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him;
John 1:32–33 (ESV)

And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained
on him. 33
 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
32

‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.’
Luke 4:18 (ESV)
18

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
Acts 2 (ESV)
1

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly

there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on
each one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,
devout men from every nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own
language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 10
 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11
 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we
hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12
 And all were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13
 But others mocking said, “They
are filled with new wine.” 14
 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and
addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
give ear to my words. 15
 For these people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the
16
third hour of the day.  But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 17
 “ ‘And in the
last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams; 18
 even on my male servants and female servants in those days I will
pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19
 And I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20
 the sun shall be turned
22

to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the great and
magnificent day. 21
 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.’ 22
 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested
to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know— 23
 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24
 God raised
him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25
 For
David says concerning him, “ ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand
that I may not be shaken; 26
 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh
27
also will dwell in hope.  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
see corruption. 28
 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.’ 29
 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the
patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30
 Being
therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set
one of his descendants on his throne, 31
 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the
Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32
 This Jesus
33
God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses.  Being therefore exalted at the right hand of
God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out
this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34
 For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he himself says, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35
 until I
make your enemies your footstool.” ’ 36
 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain
that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 37
 Now when
they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 38
 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. 39
 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40
 And with many other words he bore
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked
generation.” 41
 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls. 42
 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43
 And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44
 And all who
45
believed were together and had all things in common.  And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46
 And day
by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their
food with glad and generous hearts, 47
 praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
Acts 4 (ESV)
And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 A
 nd they arrested them and put them
in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 B
 ut many of those who had heard
the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 5 O
 n the next
6
day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem,  w
 ith Annas the high
1

priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7
23

And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did
you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by
what means this man has been healed, 10
 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11
 This Jesus is the stone that
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12
 And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.” 13
 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they
recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14
 But seeing the man who was healed standing
beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. 15
 But when they had commanded them
to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16
 saying, “What shall we do with these
men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17
 But in order that it may spread no further
among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18
 So they
called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19
 But Peter
and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than
to God, you must judge, 20
 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21
 And
when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them,
because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22
 For the man on
23
whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.  When they were
released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had
said to them. 24
 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25

who through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “ ‘Why did
the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26
 The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 27
 for truly in
this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28
 to do
29
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.  And now, Lord, look
upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness, 30
 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31
 And when they had prayed, the place in
which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and continued to speak the word of God with boldness. 32
 Now the full number of those who
believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to
him was his own, but they had everything in common. 33
 And with great power the apostles
were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. 34
 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands
or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35
 and laid it at the apostles’
36
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  Thus Joseph, who was also called by
the apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37

sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 4:8 (ESV)

24

8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,

Acts 4:31 (ESV)
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken,
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.
31

Acts 7:55 (ESV)
55

But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus

standing at the right hand of God.
Acts 8:17 (ESV)
17

Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

Acts 9:17 (ESV)
So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said,
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent
me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
17

Acts 9:31 (ESV)
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was being
built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
31

Acts 10:44–47 (ESV)
44

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45


And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46
 For they were
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 47
 “Can anyone
withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?”
Acts 11:15 (ESV)
15

As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning.

Acts 13:2–4 (ESV)
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 T
 hen after fasting and praying
they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4 S
 o, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they
2

went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.
Acts 16:6 (ESV)

25

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to speak the word in Asia.
6

Acts 20:28 (ESV)
28

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made

you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
John 14:16–28 (ESV)
16

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17


even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18
 “I will not leave you as
19
orphans; I will come to you.  Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will
see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20
 In that day you will know that I am in my Father,
21
and you in me, and I in you.  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and
manifest myself to him.” 22
 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23
 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me,
he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our
home with him. 24
 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you
hear is not mine but the Father’s who sent me. 25
 “These things I have spoken to you while I
26
am still with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27
 Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28
 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away,
and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the
Father, for the Father is greater than I.
Romans 8:9 (ESV)
You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him.
9

Romans 8:10 (ESV)
10

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of

righteousness.

1 Corinthians 6:17 (ESV)
17

But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.

1 Corinthians 12:4–6 (ESV)
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but
the same Lord; 6 a
 nd there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers
4

them all in everyone.
Ephesians 3:16 (ESV)

26

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power
through his Spirit in your inner being,
16

Ephesians 3:17 (ESV)
17

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded

in love,

Revelation 2 (ESV)
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven stars
in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 “ ‘I know your works,
1

your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but
have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. 3 I
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not
grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at
first. 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at
first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 6
Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to
eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ 8 “And to the angel of the church in
Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 9 “ ‘I know your
tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10
 Do not fear what you are about to suffer.
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.
11
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who
conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ 12
 “And to the angel of the church in
Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. 13
 “ ‘I know where
you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith
even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan
dwells. 14
 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they
might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 15
 So also you have some
who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16
 Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon
and war against them with the sword of my mouth. 17
 He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden
manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one
knows except the one who receives it.’ 18
 “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like
burnished bronze. 19
 “ ‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient
endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. 20
 But I have this against you, that you
tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing
my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21
 I gave her time
to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. 22
 Behold, I will throw her onto a
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her works, 23
 and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I
27

am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.
24
But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what
some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. 25
 Only
26
hold fast what you have until I come.  The one who conquers and who keeps my works until
the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, 27
 and he will rule them with a rod of iron,
as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my
Father. 28
 And I will give him the morning star. 29
 He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.’
Revelation 3 (ESV)
“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits
of God and the seven stars. “ ‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but
you are dead. 2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what you received and
heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not
know at what hour I will come against you. 4 Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people
who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. 5
The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot his name
out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. 6 He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 7 “And to the angel of the
church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of
David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 8 “ ‘I know your works.
Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you
have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9
Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not,
but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn
that I have loved you. 10
 Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep
you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the
earth. 11
 I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. 12

The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go
out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the
new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. 13

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 14
 “And to the angel of
the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of God’s creation. 15
 “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that
16
you were either cold or hot!  So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will
spit you out of my mouth. 17
 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not
realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18
 I counsel you to buy from
me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe
yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes,
so that you may see. 19
 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and
repent. 20
 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 21
 The one who conquers, I will
grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on
his throne. 22
 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ ”
1

28

1 Corinthians 12:1–11 (ESV)
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that
when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 T
 herefore
1

I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 10
 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11
 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each one individually as he wills.
1 Corinthians 12:27–31 (ESV)
27

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28
 And God has appointed in

the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing,
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29
 Are all apostles? Are all prophets?
Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30
 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret? 31
 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still
more excellent way.
1 Corinthians 14:22–26 (ESV)
Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not
for unbelievers but for believers. 23
 I f, therefore, the whole church comes together and all
22

speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of
your minds? 24
 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all,
he is called to account by all, 25
 the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his
face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among you. 26
 What then, brothers?
When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an
interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.
John 16:8–11 (ESV)
And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9 c
 oncerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10
 concerning righteousness,
because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11
 c oncerning judgment, because
8

the ruler of this world is judged.
Acts 2:37–38 (ESV)

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38
 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized
37

29

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:15–16 (ESV)
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16
 The Spirit himself bears
15

witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
1 John 4:13 (ESV)
13

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

Romans 8:14 (ESV)
14

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

Galatians 5:22 (ESV)
22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Galatians 5:22–23 (ESV)
22

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23


gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
1 John 2:23–24 (ESV)

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father
also. 24
 L
 et what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the
23

beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.
1 John 4:6 (ESV)
6

We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not

listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
Titus 2:7 (ESV)

Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show
integrity, dignity,
7

1 Peter 2:12 (ESV)
12

Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as

evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
3. The State of Man
3A. The Fall of Man
Genesis 1:27 (ESV)

30

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.
27

Genesis 2:17 (ESV)
17

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you

eat of it you shall surely die.”
Genesis 3:6 (ESV)
6

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the

eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and
she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
Genesis 3:16 (ESV)
16

To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall

bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.”
Genesis 3:17 (ESV)

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten
of the tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because
of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
17

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
23

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 5:12–19 (ESV)
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned— 13
 for sin indeed was in the world before the law
was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14
 Yet death reigned from Adam to
Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a
type of the one who was to come. 15
 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died
through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace
of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16
 And the free gift is not like the result of
that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the
free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17
 For if, because of one man’s
trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ. 18
 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19
 For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be
made righteous.
12

3B. The Salvation of Man
Acts 4:8–12 (ESV)

31

8

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we

are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, 10
 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11
 This Jesus is the stone that was
rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12
 And there is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved.”
4. The Church
Ephesians 5:23 (ESV)
23

For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body,

and is himself its Savior.

4A. The Ordinances of the Church
Mark 16:16 (ESV)
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.
16

Acts 10:47 (ESV)
47

“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit

just as we have?”
Acts 10:48 (ESV)

And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him
to remain for some days.
48

Romans 6:1–4 (ESV)
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means!
How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 D
 o you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 W
 e were buried therefore with him
1

by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
2 Peter 1:4 (ESV)

by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them
you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire.
4

1 Corinthians 11:26 (ESV)

32

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he
comes.
26

Mark 14:22–25 (ESV)
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them,
and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23
 A
 nd he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24
 A
 nd he said to them, “This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. 25
 T
 ruly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit
22

of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”
1 Corinthians 11:25–26 (ESV)

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26
 For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
25

4B. Sanctification
Romans 12:1 (ESV)
1

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Romans 12:2 (ESV)

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
2

1 Thessalonians 5:23 (ESV)
23

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 13:12 (ESV)

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own
blood.
12

John 15:17 (ESV)
17

These things I command you, so that you will love one another.

Matthew 5:13–16 (ESV)
13

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under
people’s feet. 14
 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15
 Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. 16
 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

33

Colossians 4:6 (ESV)
Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you
ought to answer each person.
6

Hebrews 12:14 (ESV)
14

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

Leviticus 11:44 (ESV)
44

For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy.

You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground.
Leviticus 11:45 (ESV)

For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall
therefore be holy, for I am holy.”
45

Leviticus 19:2 (ESV)
2

“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for

I the LORD your God am holy.
Leviticus 20:7 (ESV)
7

Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God.

1 Peter 1:15 (ESV)
15

but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,

1 Peter 1:16 (ESV)
16

since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

4C. The Mission and Ministry of the Church
1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV)
13

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and

all were made to drink of one Spirit.
Mark 16:15 (ESV)
15

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.

Ephesians 4:11–16 (ESV)
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12
 to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13
 u
 ntil we all attain
11

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14
 so that we may no longer be children,
34

tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15
 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16
 from whom the whole body,
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Colossians 2:6–7 (ESV)
6

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in

him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
5. The Return of Christ
1 Thessalonians 4:16 (ESV)

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
16

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (ESV)
17

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Romans 8:23 (ESV)
23

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan

inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
Titus 2:13 (ESV)

waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ,
13

1 Corinthians 15:51 (ESV)
51

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

1 Corinthians 15:52 (ESV)
52

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.
Zechariah 14:5 (ESV)

And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach
to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.
5

Matthew 24:27 (ESV)

35

For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man.
27

Matthew 24:30 (ESV)
30

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth

will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.
Revelation 1:7 (ESV)
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced
him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.
7

Revelation 19:11–14 (ESV)
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12
 His eyes are like a
11

flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one
knows but himself. 13
 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is
called is The Word of God. 14
 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure,
were following him on white horses.
Revelation 20:1–6 (ESV)
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the
bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the
devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it
and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the
thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while. 4 Then I saw
thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also
I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word
of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its
mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and
of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
1

6. The Final Judgment
Matthew 25:46 (ESV)
46

And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Mark 9:43–48 (ESV)
And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than
with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45
 And if your foot causes you to sin,
cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47
 And if
43

36

your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48
 ‘where their worm does not die and the
fire is not quenched.’
Revelation 19:20 (ESV)
20

And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the

signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.
Revelation 20:11–15 (ESV)

Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12
 A
 nd I saw the dead, great and small,
11

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which
is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to
what they had done. 13
 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave
up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what
they had done. 14
 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire. 15
 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.
Revelation 21:8 (ESV)
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire
and sulfur, which is the second death.”
8

7. Eternal Life with God
2 Peter 3:13 (ESV)
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.
13

Revelation 21 (ESV)
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 A
 nd I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 A
 nd I heard a
1

loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And
he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the
spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage,
and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the
detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their
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portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 9 Then
came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10
 And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11
 having the glory of God, its radiance like
12
a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons
of Israel were inscribed— 13
 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south
three gates, and on the west three gates. 14
 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15
 And the one who
spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 16

The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his
rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17
 He also measured its wall,
144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. 18
 The wall was
19
built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  The foundations of the wall of
the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third agate, the fourth emerald, 20
 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth
amethyst. 21
 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single
pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 22
 And I saw no temple
in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23
 And the city has no
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb. 24
 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,
25
and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26
 They will bring
into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27
 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.
Revelation 22 (ESV)
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either
1

side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything
accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no
more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever. 6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the
Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what
must soon take place.” 7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this book.” 8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things.
And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed
them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and
your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” 10

And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is
near. 11
 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right,
and the holy still be holy.” 12
 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to
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repay each one for what he has done. 13
 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.” 14
 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may
have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15
 Outside are
the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood. 16
 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about
these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning
star.” 17
 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 18
 I
warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them,
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19
 and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the
holy city, which are described in this book. 20
 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I
am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21
 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.
Amen.
Revelation 21:4–5 (ESV)
4

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall

there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
Appendix 1: Theophanies
Genesis 16:7 (ESV)
7

The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the

way to Shur.

Hosea 12:4 (ESV)
He strove with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought his favor. He met God at
Bethel, and there God spoke with us—
4

Hosea 12:5 (ESV)
5

the LORD, the God of hosts, the LORD is his memorial name:

Exodus 3:2–6 (ESV)
And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He
looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 A
 nd Moses said, “I will
turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4 W
 hen the LORD saw that he
2

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God.
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Numbers 22:22 (ESV)
But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of the LORD took his stand in
the way as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with
him.
22

Joshua 5:14 (ESV)
And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come.” And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say
to his servant?”
14

Joshua 5:15 (ESV)
And the commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your
feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
15

1 Chronicles 21:15 (ESV)
15

And God sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he was about to destroy it, the

LORD saw, and he relented from the calamity. And he said to the angel who was working
destruction, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And the angel of the LORD was standing by
the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
1 Chronicles 21:18 (ESV)
18

Now the angel of the LORD had commanded Gad to say to David that David should go up

and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
1 Chronicles 21:27 (ESV)
27

Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword back into its sheath.

Exodus 13:21 (ESV)
 nd the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and
A
by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.
21

Exodus 14:19 (ESV)
19

Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind

them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them,
Genesis 18:2 (ESV)

He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth
2

Genesis 18:22 (ESV)
22

So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the

LORD.
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Hebrews 13:2 (ESV)
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels
unawares.
2

Genesis 32:24 (ESV)
24

And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day.

Numbers 22:23 (ESV)
23

And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his

hand. And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And Balaam struck
the donkey, to turn her into the road.
Numbers 22:31 (ESV)
31

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in

the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face.
Genesis 32:30 (ESV)

So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life has been delivered.”
30

Genesis 16:10–12 (ESV)
The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they
cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11
 A
 nd the angel of the LORD said to her, “Behold, you are
10

pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has
listened to your affliction. 12
 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone
and everyone’s hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”
Exodus 23:21 (ESV)
Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not
pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.
21

Exodus 3:5 (ESV)
5

Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which

you are standing is holy ground.”
Judges 13:9–20 (ESV)

And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman
as she sat in the field. But Manoah her husband was not with her. 10
 So the woman ran
quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared
to me.” 11
 And Manoah arose and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him,
“Are you the man who spoke to this woman?” And he said, “I am.” 12
 And Manoah said, “Now
when your words come true, what is to be the child’s manner of life, and what is his
mission?” 13
 And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her
9
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be careful. 14
 She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, neither let her drink wine
or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All that I commanded her let her observe.” 15

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “Please let us detain you and prepare a young goat for
you.” 16
 And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If you detain me, I will not eat of your
food. But if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know
that he was the angel of the LORD.) 17
 And Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is
your name, so that, when your words come true, we may honor you?” 18
 And the angel of the
19
LORD said to him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?”  So Manoah took the
young goat with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the LORD, to the one who
works wonders, and Manoah and his wife were watching. 20
 And when the flame went up
toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the LORD went up in the flame of the altar. Now
Manoah and his wife were watching, and they fell on their faces to the ground.
Genesis 2:15 (ESV)
15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.

Genesis 2:16 (ESV)
16

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the

garden,

Genesis 3:8 (ESV)
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of
the garden.
8

Genesis 3:9–19 (ESV)
9

But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10
 And he said, “I

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid
myself.” 11
 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I
commanded you not to eat?” 12
 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13
 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14
 The
LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life. 15
 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 16
 To the
woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth
children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 17
 And to Adam
he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in
pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 18
 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field. 19
 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till
you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.”
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Genesis 3:21 (ESV)
21

And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

Genesis 4:9–15 (ESV)
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my
brother’s keeper?” 10
 And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s
blood is crying to me from the ground. 11
 And now you are cursed from the ground, which has
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12
 When you work the
ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on
the earth.” 13
 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14
 Behold, you
have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be
a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15
 Then the LORD
said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And
the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.
9

Genesis 6:12–21 (ESV)
And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on
the earth. 13
 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the
earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14
 Make
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch.
15
This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and
its height 30 cubits. 16
 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door
of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17
 For behold, I will bring a
flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven.
Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18
 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you
shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19
 And of
every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive
with you. They shall be male and female. 20
 Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the
animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind,
two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21
 Also take with you every sort of
food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.”
12

Genesis 7:1–4 (ESV)
Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen
that you are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean
animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and
his mate, 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their
offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain on the earth
forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face
of the ground.”
1

Genesis 8:15–17 (ESV)
Then God said to Noah, 16
 “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your
17
sons’ wives with you.  B
 ring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds
15
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and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the
earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”
Genesis 9:1–17 (ESV)
And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth. 2 T
 he fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon
1

every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the
sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you.
And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its
life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will
require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 6
“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his
own image. 7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”
8
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with
you and your offspring after you, 10
 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for
every beast of the earth. 11
 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh
be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” 12
 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13
 I have set my bow in
the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14
 When I bring
15
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,  I will remember my covenant that
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16
 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and
remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is
on the earth.” 17
 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established
between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Genesis 12:1–3 (ESV)
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless
you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.”
1

Genesis 12:7 (ESV)
7

Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he

built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
Acts 7:2 (ESV)

And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,
2

Acts 7:3 (ESV)
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and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into the land that I will
show you.’
3

Genesis 26:2 (ESV)
2

And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of

which I shall tell you.
Genesis 26:24 (ESV)
24

And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of Abraham your

father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my
servant Abraham’s sake.”
Genesis 35:1 (ESV)
1

God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God

who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.”
Genesis 35:9 (ESV)
9

God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him.

Genesis 35:13 (ESV)
13

Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him.

Exodus 4:24–26 (ESV)
24

At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and sought to put him to death. 25
 Then

Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it and said,
“Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!” 26
 So he let him alone. It was then that she
said, “A bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision.
1 Samuel 3:10 (ESV)
10

And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel

said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”
Exodus 13:22 (ESV)

The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the
people.
22

Exodus 14:24 (ESV)
24

And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the

Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic,
Numbers 14:14 (ESV)

45

and they will tell the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you, O LORD, are in the
midst of this people. For you, O LORD, are seen face to face, and your cloud stands over them
and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.
14

Nehemiah 9:12 (ESV)
12

By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for

them the way in which they should go.
Nehemiah 9:19 (ESV)

you in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to lead
them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of fire by night to light for them
the way by which they should go.
19

Psalm 99:7 (ESV)
In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them; they kept his testimonies and the statute that he
gave them.
7

Exodus 33:7–11 (ESV)
7

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and

he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent
of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the
people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had
gone into the tent. 9 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and
stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses. 10
 And when all the
people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise
up and worship, each at his tent door. 11
 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua
the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.
Numbers 12:5 (ESV)
5

And the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called

Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward.
Deuteronomy 31:15 (ESV)

And the LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the
entrance of the tent.
15

Exodus 24:15–18 (ESV)
15

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16
 The glory of

the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he
called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17
 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD
was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18


46

Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain
forty days and forty nights.
Exodus 34:5 (ESV)
5

The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the

LORD.

Exodus 19:16 (ESV)
16

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the

mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled.
Exodus 19:18 (ESV)

Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire.
The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.
18

Exodus 29:44 (ESV)
44

I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons I will consecrate

to serve me as priests.
Exodus 29:45 (ESV)
45

I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God.

Exodus 40:34 (ESV)
34

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

Exodus 40:35 (ESV)
 nd Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and
A
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
35

1 Kings 8:11 (ESV)
11

so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD

filled the house of the LORD.
2 Chronicles 5:13 (ESV)

and it was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to make themselves heard in unison in
praise and thanksgiving to the LORD), and when the song was raised, with trumpets and
cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise to the LORD, “For he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever,” the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud,
13

2 Chronicles 5:14 (ESV)
14

so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD

filled the house of God.
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Appendix 2: Centrality and Necessity of the Holy Spirit in the Mission of the Church
Joel 2:28 (ESV)
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall
see visions.
28

Matthew 3:11 (ESV)
11

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I,

whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
Mark 1:8 (ESV)
8

I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 3:16 (ESV)
John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire.
16

John 1:33 (ESV)
I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
33

Luke 24:49 (ESV)
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And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you

are clothed with power from on high.”
Acts 1:4 (ESV)

And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for
the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me;
4

1 Corinthians 12:1–31 (ESV)
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that
when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 T
 herefore
1

I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 10
 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
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another the interpretation of tongues. 11
 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12
 For just as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13
 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14
 For the body does not consist of one
15
member but of many.  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16
 And if the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part
of the body. 17
 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18
 But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19
 If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20
 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21
 The eye cannot
say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” 22
 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23

and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor,
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24
 which our more presentable
parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part
that lacked it, 25
 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another. 26
 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
27
honored, all rejoice together.  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of
it. 28
 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30
 Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31
 But earnestly desire the
higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
Galatians 5:16 (ESV)
16

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.

Galatians 5:16–25 (ESV)
16

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17
 For the

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh,
for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18
 But
19
if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  Now the works of the flesh are
evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20
 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy,
fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21
 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22
 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
23
faithfulness,  gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24
 And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25
 If we live by
the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.
Romans 8:5–6 (ESV)
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For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
5

Acts 2:42 (ESV)
42

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking

of bread and the prayers.
Ephesians 3:14–21 (ESV)

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15
 from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, 16
 t hat according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17
 so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18
 m
 ay have strength
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19
 a
 nd
14

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the
fullness of God. 20
 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, 21
 to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
John 14:26 (ESV)
26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
1 Corinthians 12:3 (ESV)

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says
“Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
3

Romans 5:5 (ESV)
5

and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
Romans 15:13 (ESV)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
13

Colossians 1:9 (ESV)
9

And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be

filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
Ephesians 5:18 (ESV)
18

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,

1 Corinthians 12–14 (ESV)
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Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that
when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 T
 herefore
1

I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is
accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 10
 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to
another the interpretation of tongues. 11
 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit,
who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 12
 For just as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13
 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14
 For the body does not consist of one
15
member but of many.  If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16
 And if the ear should say,
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part
of the body. 17
 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the
whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18
 But as it is, God arranged
19
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a single member,
where would the body be? 20
 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21
 The eye cannot
say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of
you.” 22
 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23

and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor,
and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24
 which our more presentable
parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part
that lacked it, 25
 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another. 26
 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
27
honored, all rejoice together.  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of
it. 28
 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30
 Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31
 But earnestly desire the
1
higher gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.  If I speak in the tongues of men
and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient and kind;
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends.
As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it
will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10
 but when the perfect comes,
the partial will pass away. 11
 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
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reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12
 For now we see in a
mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have
been fully known. 13
 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these
1
is love.  Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may
prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, the one who
prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 4 The
one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the
church. 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who
prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so
that the church may be built up. 6 Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how
will I benefit you unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7
If even lifeless instruments, such as the flute or the harp, do not give distinct notes, how will
anyone know what is played? 8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready
for battle? 9 So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible,
how will anyone know what is said? For you will be speaking into the air. 10
 There are
doubtless many different languages in the world, and none is without meaning, 11
 but if I do
not know the meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a
foreigner to me. 12
 So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit,
strive to excel in building up the church. 13
 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should
pray that he may interpret. 14
 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful.
15
What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise
with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 16
 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your
spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when
he does not know what you are saying? 17
 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the
18
other person is not being built up.  I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you.
19
Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct
others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 20
 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking.
Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 21
 In the Law it is written, “By people of
strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they
will not listen to me, says the Lord.” 22
 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for
unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. 23
 If, therefore, the
whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter,
will they not say that you are out of your minds? 24
 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or
outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, 25
 the secrets of his heart
are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really
among you. 26
 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27
 If
any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let
someone interpret. 28
 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church
and speak to himself and to God. 29
 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh
30
what is said.  If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31
 For you
can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32
 and the spirits of
prophets are subject to prophets. 33
 For God is not a God of confusion but of peace. As in all
34
the churches of the saints,  the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not
permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says. 35
 If there is anything
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they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to
speak in church. 36
 Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it
37
has reached?  If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that
the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38
 If anyone does not recognize
this, he is not recognized. 39
 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid
speaking in tongues. 40
 But all things should be done decently and in order.
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